
    
   
Public Service Announcement 
 
Precautionary Boil Water Advisory at 5 Wing Goose Bay 
 
July 28, 2018 – Happy Valley-Goose Bay – National Defence / Canadian Armed Forces 
 
5 Wing Goose Bay would like to advise the public that effective immediately and until further 
notice anyone receiving Spring Gulch water should boil the water before drinking. Please 
follow these instructions. 
 
Specific guidance during a boil water advisory: 
Use       Instructions 
Drinking Use boiled tap water 
Brushing teeth  Use boiled tap water 
Washing hands  Can continue to be washed using tap water 

and a proper handwashing technique that 
includes rubbing all parts of the hands with 
soap and water for a minimum of 20 seconds 

Ice cubes  Use boiled tap water  
Preparing food  Use boiled tap water  
Beverages  Use boiled tap water  
Washing fruits/vegetables  Use boiled tap water  
Laundry  May be washed in tap water, either by hand 

or by machine  
Showers or baths  Adults, adolescents, and older children may 

shower, bathe, or wash using tap water, but 
should avoid swallowing the water. Infants, 
toddlers and immunocompromised 
individuals should be sponge bathed in order 
to reduce the chance of them swallowing the 
water. 

Washing dishes May be washed in tap water, either by hand 
or by machine 

Infant formula  Use boiled tap water  
Pets  Use boiled tap water 

 
The reason for this advisory is an increased level of turbidity discovered during regular water 
quality monitoring. This turbidity increase has been caused by high surface water flows into 
Spring Gulch from the surrounding sandy soil.  The Central Labrador plateau has experienced 
heavy thunderstorms and intense rain over the past week which has caused some unusual 
flooding. The Gulch has been spilling properly and shedding the additional water volume/flow 
without issue, but the incoming silt has clouded the source. 
 
“Turbidity is the cloudiness or haziness of a fluid caused by large numbers of individual 
particles that are generally invisible to the naked eye, similar to smoke in air. The 
measurement of turbidity is a key test of water quality.”  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turbidity 
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Contact 
 
Captain Trevor Ackland 
Canadian Armed Forces 
5 Wing Public Affairs 
Phone: (709) 896-6928 
Email: trevor.ackland@forces.gc.ca 
 
 


